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Association of California

August 30, 2010

Steve Tharratt, M.D., Director
California EMS Authority
1930 9™ Street

Sacramento, California 95811

Dear Dr. Tharratt;

SUBJECT: PROPOSED CHANGES TO EMSA GUIDELINE 141:
REVIEW CRITERIA AND POLICY FOR
TRANSPORTATION AND EXCLUSIVE OPERATING
AREA COMPONENTS OF THE EMS PLAN

Enclosed you will find EMSAAC’s comments relating to the above-referenced
document.

EMSAAC specifically wants to identify two areas which we strongly oppose as
drafted: The definition of “Manner and Scope” and the arbitrary ten-year
limitation on contracts. As written, both of these areas infringe upon a county’s
authority and responsibility to implement exclusive operating areas.

Manner and Scope: (Page 5, line 23)

The meaning of EMSA’s definition and how it will be applied is unclear. The
EMS Act clearly grants counties the authority to plan, implement, and evaluate
local EMS systems. Counties, rather than EMSA, are in the best position to
determine the significance of changes to their transportation plans. EMSA’s
attempts to evaluate, for example, the significance of an annexation upon a
county’s ability to ensure transportation would be arbitrary based upon
unidentified criteria. Further, it usurps counties” authorities in managing their
EMS transportation systems.
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Ten-Year Limitation:

There is no statutory requirement for EMSA’s arbitrary proposed ten-year
limitation on EOA contracts. Typically, EOA contracts involve long-term
investments in a county’s EMS system infrastructure, e.g., dispatch,
communications, vehicle replacements, EMS data systems. Precedents exists for
counties to enter into longer term contracts in order to meet local needs, e.g.
cable services, power, and taxi and bus systems.

We strongly recommend that this ten-year limitation be removed and substituted
with “periodic interval” as identified through an EMS Agency’s Transportation
Plan and approved by a county’s Board of Supervisors.

Very truly yours,

1\/477,;4,\

ifes Juli

President @”/

ce: EMSAAC Board Members

Enc: Comments on EMSA Guideline 141
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